THE MIDDLE ONE

(Madhyama-vyayoga)
INTRODUCTION

THIS one-act play is founded on an incident in the Mahabharata,
which is in the nature of a fairy tale. In the ninth section of the first
book we hear of the demon or giant Hidimba. As the Pandavas are
flying through the forest this giant smells humans and sends his sister,
with the feminine form of the same non-aryan name, to bring them in.
The ogress Hidimba finds Bhima keeping watch, falls in love with him,
and assumes the form of a lovely maiden, but he resists her advances.
Then the ogre comes along, and, finding his sister in conversation with
Bhima, threatens to kill her also. After a long argument Bhima fights
the giant and kills him. He has a mind to .kill the sister Hidimba also,
but allows himself to be won over and marries her instead. After
some time she gives birth to the demon giant Ghatotkaea (* Potsherd'}
and then leaves Bhima with his consent. (IX. Hidimba-vadha-parvan.)
That is all the Great Epic tells us. We hear no more of the ogress,
though her semi-human son appears in battle and is finally killed by
Karna. Our dramatist imagines a situation when Bhima should come
across this semi-demon son of his and naturally not recognize him.
The motif of a father meeting and sometimes fighting his own son
unawares is familiar. That a hero should find a son in such a monster
seems original.

The play introduces an old brahman with his wife and three sons
pursued by Potsherd (Ghatotkaea), whose mother, Hidimba, has ordered
him to find her a human for her breakfast There is no escape. The
Pandava hermitage is believed to be near by, but the Pandavas are
away. Even if the middle one (i.e. the second) Bhima has remained to
guard the settlement, he would be roaming far for exercise. Each
member of the brahman family claims to be the victim. The second
son, the middle one, gets his way. He is allowed to go and quench his
thirst in a forest pool. The demon is impatient and demands the name
of the victim. He is told he is the middle one. That serves him as
a name and he shouts for 'Middle one'.

Bhima passing by, hears a voice shouting ' Middle one' and thinks it
is calling him. The demon is puzzled by the appearance of another